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E P P I N G URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 


including  the  Report  of  the 


CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


For  the  year  ending  31st  Decenber,  1952* 


epping  urban  district  council, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
The  Epping  Urban  District  Council# 


MR.  CHAIRMAN , LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I submit  this  my  first  Annual 

Report. 


My  part  of  the  report  is,  I regret  to  say,  a brief  and 
bare  statement  of  facts.  I took  up  my  post  at  the  end  of  September 
so  I am  not  in  a position  to  comment  on  the  greater  part  of  the 
period  under  review.  Also  during  the  year  there  were  three  Mpdical 
Officers  in  charge  of  the  Department,  one  of  whom,  Dr,  Miller  Rood, 
was  serving  in  an  acting  capacity  for  seven  months.  These  changes 
have  inevitably  interfered  with  the  continuity  of  the  work  in  the 
Department  and  caused  the  severance  of  local  contacts,  through  which 
so  much  of  the  social  side  of  Health  work  should  be  done. 


In  considering  the  Statistical  Tables  in  this  report,  the 
first  point  to  which  I would  like  to  draw  your  attention  is  to  the 
table  detailing  the  causes  of  death.  It  will  be  noted  that  diseases 
of  the  heart  and  circulation  account  for  1+6%  of  all  the  deaths.  Over 
recent  years  these  diseases  have  been  on  the  increase  and  it  is 
thought  that  the  great  strains  of  modem  life  have  much  to  do  with 
this  increase.  These  figures  are  a small  pointer  to  one  of  the  n ew 
spheres  developing  in  preventive  medicine.  We  have  learnt  how  to 
avoid  many  of  the  hazards  of  the  bacterial  environment  around  us, 
but  we  have  now  gotto  learn  to  avoid  and  reduce  the  hazards  of  the 
environment  of  noise,  smoke,  speed  and  increased  social  contact  which 
we  have  created  for  ourselves. 

The  figures  for  the  birth  rate  and  death  rate,  for  infant 
mortaility  rate  and  for  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  are  very 
satisfactory.  It  should  be  remembered,  however,  that  these  rates 
are  taken  from  a relatively  small  population  and  the  actual  figures 
could  change  quite  considerably  due  to  chance  variation  alone.  Those 
people  interested  in  public  health  work  should  study  the  figures 
given  by  the  Registrar  General  for  the  whole  country  in  order  to 
obtain  a more  a. c curate  picture  of  trends. 


It  will  be  noticed  that  this 
very  much  up,  illegitimate  births  rum 


year  the  stillbirth  rate  is 
ining  the  same  as  last  year®  Again, 


you  can  see  that  the  figures  from  which  these  rates  are  calculated 
are  so  small  that  this  apparent  increase  may  very  easily  have 
occurred  by  chance.  Similarly,  the  fact  that  our  birth  rate  is 
rather  higher  and  our  death  ra.te  rather  lower  than  that  for  the 
country  as  a whole,  docs  not  necessarily  mean  that  Epping  is  a 
more  fertile  and  healthy  area  than  the  other  districts  of  oui* 
land  showing  slightly  higher  rates.  You  might  find,  as  so 

often  happens,  that  the  death  rate  for  your  favourite  seaside 
resort  is  higher  than  that  for  London.  This  will  not  be  due  to 
the  lethal  affect  of  sea  air,  but  to  the  fact  that  many  old  people 
have  taken  up  residence  by  the  seaside  on  retirement  from  work  in 
order  to  spend  their  last  few  years  in  a hoalthy  spot,  and  it  is 
the  relatively  frequent  deaths  amongst  this  increased  proportion  of 
aged  persons  that  has  caused  the  artificially  high  rate. 

These  points  are  mentioned  to  draw  attention  to  the 
deceptiveness  of  figures  as  an  indication  of  the  health  of  the 
community.  The  Registrar  General  in  his  report  attempts  to 
overcome  the  false  picture , given  by  the  so-called  crude  rates  and 
figures,  by  various  methods  of  standardisation,  so  that  in  Epping 
and  in  your  seaside  resort  the  various  rates  recorded  would  be 
applied  to  a standard  population  or  standard  rates  would  bo  applied 
to  the  known  population.  In  this  way  the  artificial  movements  of 
population  are  partially  allowed  for.  Standardised  rates  cannot 
be  calculated  for  this  area  owing  to  the  lack  of  details  about  the 
population  in  age  groups. 

There  still  remains  the  fact  that  the  figures  for  the 
whole  country  are  nearly  as  good  as  those  for  Epping.  So,  we  can 
retain  faith  in  the  well-being  of  the  Nation  as  a whole  as  well  as 
in  the  well-being  of  our  own  community;  for  the  national  trends 
confirm  our  own  figures,  even  if  these  latter  figures  have  been  a 
little  distorted  by  artificial  means  and  by  the  play  of  chance. 

Although  the  health  of  the  nation  and  of  the  Epping 
community  is  pretty  sound  as  judged  by  its  death  rates  and  infectious 
disease  incidence  figures,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  we  are  only 
just  becoming  conscious  of  the  burden  of  morbidity.  That  is  to  say, 
the  burden  to  the  community  of  the  diseases  not  causing  death.  It  is 
in  this  field  that  the  new  sphere  of  preventive  medicine  is  growing, 
and  it  is  along  those  lines  that  you  all  must  begin  to  think.  Here 
lie  the  enormous  problems  of  mental  health;  problems  connected  with 
normal  development  of  children  and  of  child  delinquency;  problems 
of  the  broken  home;  and  the  many,  many  problems  concerned  with  the 
ageing  of  our  population. 

There  is  therefore  no  reason  for  complacency.  Certainly 
many  bogies  in  the  Public  Health  field  have  disappeared.  We  no  longer 
have  Leprosy,  Malaria,  Cholera  or  Plague  in  our  midst;  the  incidence 
of  Smallpox  qnd  Diphtheria  is  negligible.  There  is  still,  however  a 


groat  deal  of  preventable  Tuberculosis,  which  is  costing  the 
country  enormous  amounts  of  money  through  the  treatment  services. 
There  are  still  many  unsolved  problems  in  connection  with  the 
virus  diseases,  the  Common  Cold,  Poliomyelitis  and  even  in  the  rise 
of  new-  virus  diseases. 

In  ending  this  preamble  to  my  first  report,  I would 
affirm  my  belief  in  the  old  saying  that  "Prevention  is  better  than 
(and  I would  add,  very  much  cheaper  than)  Cure",  and  I hope  I have 
shown,  albeit  very  briefly,  that  there  is  still  a great  need  for 
emphasis  to  bo  put  on  the  preventive  services, 

Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  I hope  that  in  the 
years  to  come  we  my  together  tackle  and  overcome  some  of  the  many 
difficulties  still  confronting  us  and  preventing  the  achievement  of 
health  which  is  to  be  found  only  in  the  well  being  of  nan's  body, 
mind  and  spirit. 

In  conclusion,  I should,  like  to  thank  the  Public  Health 
Committee  for  the  very  kind  welcome  they  gave  me  and  for  their 
willing  support  to  the  projects  in  which  I have  been  concerned.  My 
thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  staff 
for  the  way  they  have  co-operated  in  helping  me  to  get  to  know  the 
area  and  in  supplying  local  information  on  all  the  health  problems 
which  have  arisen. 


Finally,  I would  like  to  record  my  thanks  to  Dr.  F.G, Brown, 
Area  Medical  Officer,  Forest  Division,  and  his  staff  for  supplying 
some  of  the  figures  given  in  this  report. 

I have  the  honour  to  bo, 

Mr,  Chairman,  Lad.ies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.F,  LTJCEY, 

M.B. , Ch.B.  , D.P.H, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  ARM. 

( in  acres)  « « « • • • •••  •••  , • • •••  ••• 

Population,  Registrar  General's  estimate  

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  March,  1953  

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  for  the  financial 

year  ended  31st  March,  1952  

The  rate  in  the  pound  of  the  general  rate  was : - 

for  the  financial  year  1951/52  ...  ...  ... 

" " " " 1952/53  


1,440, 

6,780. 

1,919. 

£45,105. 

£169. 

£1.  2.  3 
£1.  2.  9 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 


LIVE  BIRTHS:  Legitimate ... 

50 

50 

100 

Illegitimate  • • • ...  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Total: 

102 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population: 

15.04 

Male. 

Female. 

Total, 

STILL  BIRTHS:  Legitimate 

3 

1 

4 

Illegitimate  ...  

2 

0 

2 

Total: 

6 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  (live  & 

still)  births: 

55.5 

Male, 

Female. 

Total. 

DLATHo : ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

45 

42 

87 

(Registrar  General's 

figures). 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  : 

12.83 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1 YEAR: 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Total:  2 


Death  rate 'of  infants  under  1 year 

(per  1,000  live  births)  : 19*6 


DEATHS  OP  INFANTS  UNDER  A WEEKS: 

Legitimate  • • • • * • 

Illegitimate  • . • • • « 


Male* 

Female. 

Total, 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Total: 

1 

NO  MATERNAL  DEATHS  OCCURRED  IN  THE  AREA. 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH  AS  GIVEN  BY  THE 
REGISTRAR  GENERAL  FOR  TIE  YEAR  - 1952. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 


Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System.  • 

Cancer  (all  forms)  • ••• 

V gtsc.nl  p-r  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. . 

Diabetes  ...  •••  •••  •••  M* 

Heart  Disease  (all  foims)...  •••  ••• 

Other  diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System 

Pneumonia  ...  •••  •••  • • • ••• 

Other  diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System 

Digestive  Diseo.ses  ...  ...  •••  ••• 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  

Road  Traffic  Accidents  

All  other  accidents  ...  - 

Suicide  ••  •••  • 0 • • • • 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases. . 


1 

9 

2 

2 

15 

2 

3 

0 
0 
2 

1 
2 
1 
5 


0 

10 

8 

1 

12 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

A 

0 

A 


Total: 


87 
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TABLE  OP  COMPARATIVE  BIRTH  AND 
DEATH  RATES  IN  TUB]  YEAR  1952. 


(Provisional  figures  based  on  weekly  and  quarterly  returns) 


Rates  nor  1.000  population. 


BIRTHS; 

Live  births  . , . 
Still  births  ... 

DEATHS : 

All  causes  . . * 


England  160  Co. 

Boroughs 
and  & great 

towns  in- 
Wales.  eluding 
London. 

160  Sna- 
il er  towns. 
Res.  popln. 

25.000  to 

50.000  at 
1951  Census. 

London  Eppin; 

Adm,  Urban 

County  Dist. 

15.3 

16.9 

15.5 

17.6 

15c  04 

0.35 

0.43 

0.36 

0.34 

0.38 

11.3 

12,1 

11.2 

12.6 

12.83 

NOTIFICATION  CP  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
DURING-  THE  PAST  FIVE  YEARS. 


1948. 

1949* 

1950. 

1951. 

1952, 

Scarlet  Fever  • „ . 

o • • 

4 

4 

9 

6 

36 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas  . . . 

• • • 

1 

2 

0 

0 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

10 

2 

0 

20 

17 

Measles  ...  ... 

• • • 

164 

10 

82 

173 

15 

Whooping  Cough 

• # • 

40 

16 

30 

26 

95 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

i 0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Dysentery  • , . 

• • • 

0 

11 

1 

15 

1 

Infective  Hepatitis 

• • 0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia  . . . 

• II 

2 

4 

3 

4 

3 

Food  Poisoning 
Poliomyelitis : 

III 

• . « ) 

0 

0 

17 

1 

Paralytic 

0 

p 

0 

0 

1 

Non-paralytic 

...) 

0 

0 

0 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  THE  HEALTH 
SERVICES  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 


Laboratory  Facilities, 

A Ministry  of  Health  Laboratory  operates  at  St.  Margaret* 
Hospital,  Epping,  Water  and  ice-cream  samples  are  examined  at 
the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratory,  66,  Queen  Victoria  Street 
London,  S.W.  1,  Milk  samples  are  examined  at  the  Institute  of 
Agriculture,  Writ tie. 

Hospitals. 

The  district  is  served  by  various  Hospitals  under  the 
Epping  Group  Hospital  Management  Committee. 

Child  W elf are • 


The  Local  Health  Authority  is  the  Essex  County  Council. 
Clinics  are  held  at  the  following  times  and  places: - 

EPPING:  The  Combined  Treatment  Centre, 

15,  Regent  Road, 

Epping , 

provides  the  following  services: - 

/ui  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  held  at  2.30  p.m. 
on  EACH  MONDAY  AFTERNOON. 

A Women*  s Welfare  Clinic  is  held  at  2 p.m. 
on  the  SEC 01©  FRIDAY  IN  THE  MONTH  by  appointment, 
where  advice  is  given  about  Family  Planning. 

A Child  V/ elf  are  Clinic  is  held  on  THURSDAY 
AFTERNOONS  at  2 p.m.  Attendances  of  children 
under  5 years  of  a.ge  totalled  1,936  during  1952. 
Diphtheria  immunisation  is  carried  out  at  the 
Child  Welfare  Centro  EVERY  THURSDAY  AFTERNOON 
at  2 p.m. 

School  children's  Minor  Ailments  Clinic 
is  held  EVERY  THURSDAY  AFTERNOON  at  1.30  p.m. 
where  a Doctor  is  in  regular  attendance. 
Appointments  are  arranged  for  those  needing 
advice  or  treatment  to  see  Specialists  in  - 

EYES  - three  Mondays  in  each  month 
ORTH  OPTIC  - every  Wednesday 
ORTHOPAEDIC  - every  Tuesda.y 
SPEECH  THERAPY  - every  Monday  during 

school  term. 
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School  Health  Service. 


The  Education  Authority  is  the  Essex  County  Council. 

School  Nurses  inspect  the  children  regularly  and  there  is  a 
medical  inspection  at  each  school  at  least  once  a year. 

Tuberculo isis. 

A Chest  Clinic  is  held  at  St.  Margaret*  s Hospital, 

Epping,  every  TUESDAY  from  9 a.m.  to  1 p.m.  and  every  YffiDNESDAY 
and  THURSDAY  afternoons  from  2 to  4 p.m.  All  cases  are  now  seen 
by  appointment  only. 

During  the  year  the  Care  Association  covering  Chigwcll, 
Epping,  Waltham  Abbey  and  Ongar  Districts  continued  to  do  useful 
work.  The  Association  assists  cases  waiting  admission  of  child 
contacts  to  a convalescent  home.  It  concerns  itself  also  with 
the  after  care  of  patients  by  assistance  in  obtaining  materials 
for  occupational  therapy  and,  whenever  possible,  suitable 
employment  for  those  fit  for  work.  The  Association  is  supported 
by  voluntary  contributions  and  receives  also  a grant  from  the 
County  Council. 

District  Nurses. 

A number  of  District  Nurses  and  Midwives,  employed  by  the 
Essex  County  Council,  serve  the  area. 


REPORT  OP  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


WATER. 

Water  continues  to  be  supplied  by  the  Herts  & Essex 
Waterworks  Co.  Ltd. , from  wells  at  Sawbridgcworth  and  Roydon. 
Further  representations  have  been  made  to  the  Company  with  regard 
to  the  softening  of  the  supply,  but  no  definite  plans  have  yet 
been  prepared.  Samples  ts-ken  confirm  that  the  water  is  still 
satisfactory  and  wholly  suitable  for  a public  supply. 

In  the  month  of  Juno  there  was  a brcakdovoi  in  the  supply 
of  water  to  parts  of  the  District  due  in  the  first  instance  to  a 
defective  pump,  followed  by  a burst  in  a largo  distributing  main. 

^ - 8 - 


On  throe  successive  days  parts  of  the  district  were  without  a 
supply  for  several  hours. 

In  discussions  which  took  place  with  the  Company1  s 
representatives  on  emergency  measures  which  might  have  been 
taken  during  the  breakdown,  attention  was  drawn  to  the  general 
supply  position  arising  from  tho  growth  of  the  Harlow  New  T0wn. 

It  was  explained  by  the  Board  that  the  position  had  now  reached 
a point  where  serious  conditions  might  arise  if  the  summer  of 
1953  proved  to  be  exceptionally  dry.  The  position  was  being 
met  by  the  construction  of  a new  Reservoir  at  Rye  Hill  and  tho 
purchase  of  additional  pumping  machinery.  This  had  been  on 
order  for  some  considerable  time  but  delivery  was  still 
extremely  slow.  The  Ministry  of  Iiealth  are  said  to  be  fully 
aware  of  the  position,  and  the  Company  assured  local  representa- 
tives present  at  the  conference  that  everything  possible  was 
being  done  to  meet  the  situation. 

DRAINAGE  & SETOAGE. 

(a)  Northern  Outfall.  The  Extensions  originally  planned 
were  completed  during  the  year  and  further  attention  given  to  the 
leaking  Sludge  Digestion  Lagoons.  Portions  of  the  earth  banks 
were  removed  and  renewed  with  satisfactory  results.  Difficulties 
experienced  during  times  of  exceptionally  heavy  storms  are  being 
met  by  the  installation  of  a Regulating  Valve.  The  only  problem 
now  arising  from  these  Works  is  the  disposal  of  the  dried  sludge 
removed  from  the  Sludge  Drying  Beds,  There  appears  to  be  no 
demand  from  local  farmers  for  this  material  which  is  at  the 
moment  -accumulating  at  the  Works, 


(b)  Southern  Outfall.  The  extensions  to  those  Works 
were  commenced  in  tho  Spring  of  1952  and  have  made  satisfactory 
progress  during  tho  year.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  new  Works 
will  bo  in  operation  in  early  1953* 

(c)  Southern  Sewerage  System.  The  Consultants  Report 
upon  the  Southern  Sewerage  System  was  presented  in  March,  1952. 
Generally  speaking,  it  confirmed  earlier  Reports  on  this  subject, 

i.c. 


(i)  The  sewer  in  Stewards  Green  Road  is 
inadequate  for  its  present  load,  even 
without  the  large  quantity  of  surface 
water  which  finds  its  way  into  this 
pipeline. 

(ii)  This  surface  water  enters  both  by  direct 
discharge  from  roofs,  street  gullies,  etc. 
as  well  as  by  infiltration  through  clay 
jointed  pipes. 
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(iii) 


To  ascertain  the  exact  sources  of  this 
water  would  be  an  extremely  long, 
difficult  and  expensive  task  and  in  any 
event  having  found  the  sources,  which 
are  likely  to  be  many  and  various,  there 
still  remains  the  problem  of  finding 
alternative  means  of  collecting  and 
disposing  of  this  water.  The  Consultants’ 
recommendations  confirmed  the  need  for  a 
new  12"  sewer  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
£15,000. 

It  was  also  stated  that  the  overflows  now  provided  to 
reduce  the  pressure  on  this  sewer  during  times  of  exceptionally 
heavy  rainfall  appeared  to  be  achieving  this  object,  and  in  those 
circumstances  action  on  the  Report  was  deferred. 


SCHOOLS. 

New  Infants  School.  The  requests  made  by  the  Council 
with  regard  to  the  urgent  need  for  this  School  were  successful 
and  the  building  was,  in  fact,  commenced  in  1952.  It  is 
anticipated  that  it  will  be  ready  for  use  in  the  Autumn  of  1953* 


PUBLIC  CIEANSING. 

Regular  weekly  collections  of  refuse  arc  being  maintained 
with  the  exception  cf  some  dislocation  due  to  Bank  Holidays, 

Haste  paper  is  still  collected  separately  from  both  domestic  and 
business  premises.  During  the  year  the  general  demand  from  the 
trade  for  waste  paper  deteriorated  very  considerably,  and  there 
was  a considerable  reduction  in  the  price  obtained  for  this 
material.  This  necessitated  not  only  an  adjustment  of  the  Bonus 
Scheme,  but  a reduced  income  to  the  Council  from  this  source.  At 
one  tine  the  Mills  were  seriously  curtailing  the  quant ity  of  paper 
they  were  prepared  to  accept  from  local  authorities,  and  it  was 
necessary  to  reduce  the  quantity  that  the  Council  could  collect 
from  business  premises,  who  were  again  now  anxious  for  this 
service  from  the  Council  as  there  was  no  longer  any  demand  from 
Merchants. 

Where  dustbins  are  required  the  Council  has  continued  to 
approach  the  tenants. 


CLOSET  ACCOMODATION. 


No  change. 
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PUBLIC  C ONVENIENCES . 


The  growth  in  the  number  of  coaches  stopping  in  the 
town  is  causing  an  increase  in  the  use  of  thjse  buildings. 

It  is  still  extremely  difficult  to  prevent  their  misuse" 
without  a Full  Time  Attendant.  A prosecution  against  youths 
responsible  for  malicious  damage  proved  successful  and  may 
act  as  a deterrent  to  others. 


SVfD.iMING  BATH. 

No  change. 

ERADICATION  OF  VELMIN. 

There  are  now  extremely  few  complaints  from  private 
residents  and  the  activities  of  the  Operator  are  for  the  most 
part  confined  to  the  elder  business  premises,  Sewage  Works  and 
Sewerage  System.  Both  the  Northern  and  Southern  Systems  were 
tested  twice  during  the  year  when  very  few  sims  of  rats  were 
found. 


HOUSING. 


(a)  House  erection  proceeded  very  steadily  on  the  First 
Stage  of  the  Beaconfield  Estate,  whilst  work  on  the  laying  of 
Loads  and  Sowers  for  the  Second  Stage,  which  provides  for  just 
over  100  houses,  was  commenced,  A review  of  the  outstanding 
applic  at  ions  indicated  that  there  was  now  a demand  for  2-bedroomcd 
houses.  Contracts  commenced  in  1952  for  houses  of  this  size  are 
scheduled  for  completion  early  in  1953*  Tho  continued  increase 
in  building  costs,  with  its  subsequent  effect  on  rents  is  still 
tho  cause  of  very  considerable  concern,  and  on  every  occasion 
when  now  designs  are  being  considered  every  effort  is  made  to 
secure  economies. 


The  Points  Scheme  was  revised  to  give  priority  to 
those  who  have  been  on  the  list  for  some  length  of  time  and  living 
in  sub-standard  accommodation.  Tho  investigation  carried  out  in 
connection  with  this  review  indicated  that  at  the  moment  the 
number  of  new  applications , which  for  the  most  p art  are  from 
newly  married  couples  including  many  now  resident  outside  the 

Eppmg  area,  was  keeping  pace  with  the  number  of  new  houses  being 
erected  each  year, 

(k)  Chingford  Development.  During  the  year  work  was 
commenced  on  the  laying  of  roads  and  sowers  on  the  Chingford 
Tower  Estate  which  is  famed  by  the  extensions  of  Tower  Load  and 
Crows  Load.  It  is  anticipated  that  house  building  will  bo 
commenced  in  1953. 


HOUSII\?G  ( cont  cl ) 


HOUSES  ERECTED  PURINE  THE  YEAR. 


By  the  Local  Authority  • . . 

P.7  Private  Building  Licences 


• o • 

0 0 0 


• • • • o • 44 

• • • . » • 16 


(b) 

(o) 


Total  No,  of  dwelling'  houses 
inspected  for  housing  defects 
(under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts)  

Number  of  inspections  made 

for  the  purpose  

Number  of  dwelling  houses  which 
were  rendered  fit  by: - 

1.  Infernal  action  by  Local 
Authorities  or  Officers 

2.  Service  of  Formal  Notices 

3.  Statutory  N0tices 


Public 
Health  Acts, 

• • • 40 

. . . 160 


• • a 6 

a • • 14 


Housing 

Acts, 

13 

60 

12 


Difficulty  is  still  experienced  in  securing  attention  to 
repairs  in.  view  of  the  national  and  well-known  problem  of  the 
relationship  of  the  rents  of  controlled  houses  to  the  present  cost 
of  building  repairs. 


In  cases  where  Statutory  Notices  were  served  repairs  were 
carried  out  without  Court  Proceedings  being  necessary. 


INSPECTION  OF  FOOD, 

The  standard  of  food  premises  remains  generally  very 
satisfactory  and  regular  inspections  were  made.  Home  killed  neat 
continued  to  be  slaughtered  at  Waltham  Cross  and  practically  no 
work  of  this  kind  is  carried  out  in  this  District, 


The  quantity  of  food  condemned  ha.s  declined  except  for  the 
large  amount  of  meat  destroyed  as  the  result  of  fire  in  ono  of  the 
larger  Butchers  Shops,  The  position  with  regard  to  tinned  ham, 
particularly  continental  ham,  h as  improved  very  considerably. 

FOOD  CONDEMNED  DURING  1952, 


MEAT. 

(a)  Fresh, 

21-g-  lbs.  Flank  Ribs  of  Beef 
3 lbs.  Part  of  Loan  of  Pork 
25  lbs.  Pork  (Portions  of 
2 fore  ends) 
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(b)  Tinned. 

9 tins  Ham  - 77  lb.  1 oz. 

7 tins  Luncheon  neat  - 

13  lbs.  1 oz, 

1 tin  Veal  & Horn  Loaf  12  oz 
1 tin  Stewed  Steak  - 13-g-  oz 
1 tin  Jellied  Veal  - 6 lbs. 


CONDEITNED  FOOD  (contd) 


MEAT  - Fresh. 

The  undermentioned  was  destroyed  by  Fire 
S.  J.  Church’s  Aberdeen  House  on  29.6.52. 

5 Hinds  totalling  69 1 lbs. 


7 Fores  " 1099 
19  Sheep  " 792 
Mutton  " 59 
J4-  Pigs  " 152 
Pk.  Back  Fat  " 90 


VEGETABLES 

(Tinned)” 

2 tins  Peas  (2  lb. 

2 cz) 

FISH  (Tinned) 

1 tin  Norwegian 
Silds  (33/4  oz) 


FRUIT. 

3 Boxes  of  Dried  Prunes  (77  lbs.) 

2 tins  Apricots  (16  oz)  each, 

5 tins  Plums  totalling  3 lbs.  1 oz. 

3 tins  Tomatoes. 

2 tins  Apple  Puree  (l  lb.  2 oz) 


OTHER  ITEMS. 

36  Eggs 
8 lbs.  Cheese 
It lbs.  Butter. 

MILK. 


1 tin  Evaporated 

Milk  (I4i  oz). 


milk:. 

The  five  cowsheds  still  operating  in  this  district  are  in 
a very  satisfactory  condition. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  is  still  only  one  modern  bakehouse  and  that  is 
maintained  in  good  order. 

ICE  CREAM. 

15  Samples  were  taken  during  the  year  of  which  10  were 
satisfactory  and  5 unsatisfactory. 

The  unsatisfactory  products  arc  still  being  manufactured 
outside  Epping,  Representations  are  always  made  to  the  Local 
Authority  in  whose  area  the  manufacturer’s  premises  are  situated, 
and  further  samples  taken  where  the  product  is  suspect  until  good 
results  are  obtained. 

Grade  I ••••••*••  7 Samples. 

" II  ........  J3.  " 

Total:  .15,. , " 

FACTORIES  ACT. 

Regular  inspections  are  carried  out  and  action  taken  as 
necessary.  One  of  the  three  businesses  commenced  without  planning 
consent  and  on  an  unsatisfactory  site  has  now  transferred  to  the 
Industrial  Site  in  Centre  Drive. 
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